





To my family,
Kuk Won Shin,
Dong Won Shin,
Kara Hee-Won Shin



My father dreamed of a
better life, a better life for
his family—America —
the land of opportunity—
and he applied for
immigration.
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America, America.
Sometimes it works, and
sometimes there's pain
before it can work. And
sometimes a whole
community goes to the
graveyard and finds itself
wondering: Is the price
really worth the cost of the
dream?
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America, America. The
nation that gives lip service
to its glorious ethnic
variations, and city rich in
racial textures.
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If you walk into any of these
little grocery stores in the
violent neighborhoods of the
city now, you see the same
thing: people who have come
here from Korea, who once
heard about the greatness of
America, and now they're
huddled behind these protective
plastic glass, trying to
understand a confusing new
language, and wondering if the
next stranger to enter the store
arrives with money and good
intentions, or with guns.
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Parents are very, very busy
with survival and working
16 hours a day to send
their kids to the best
education.
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Store owners’ kids born
here, don’t have an
Interest in taking over the
family business. Not after
watching their mothers
and fathers spend seven
days a week, operating a
corner store in a gritty
section of town, often
stuck at a cash register
behind bullet-proof glass.
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The truth is, the American
dream that we work for
has not been the answer
for a better future.
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Lacking communication is
In reality being silent;
throughout history silence
has been regarded as
assent - assent to the
system that.
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Action or inactionaction or
Inaction determines the
direction of change
determines the direction of
change.
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The best way for us to truly
understand the legacy of slavery in
current social policies is to add the
voices of immigrants, refugees,
and other non-black or white
Americans to our racial
conversations. This will require
every individual of every shade to
be inclusive about the language
used when discussing privilege
and disparity; reach out to all
communities of color as neighbors;
and acknowledge that the
traditional black/white dichotomy
restricts us from actualizing our
social justice goals.
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| seek for the organization
for power of a previously
silent people.
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The "silent majority," must
be activated; action and
articulation are one, as are
silence and surrender.
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