





Special thanks to the Korean business stakeholders in
Station North, Lexington Market, Cross Street Market,
Christopher Kim, Joseph Lee, Dave Yoon-Sun Shin for

this body of work to be made possible.

I will like to thank the vendors at the Northeast Market,
who became my family and nurtured me

throughout this whole process.



When Koreans first arrive and
didn't speak the language,
communication becomes the
biggest obstacle. Korean needs to
earn money, but can't speak the
language, and businesses such as
liquor stores, beauty supplies, delis
are work that does not require
extensive use of English. This is
why you see many Koreans
working in these businesses.
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Korean people work well
individually. They work hard,
working two to three jobs,
running a vendor during the day
and cleaning homes at night to
get by. Once people start
succeeding in business, receive
a green card, or become a
citizen, that’s when the divide
begins to happen and among
Korean people separate
themselves from coming
together.
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We would benefit from
gathering and learning
from one another, but the
problem is everyone is soO
busy and caught up in
living, no one has the time
to be the leader and do the
extra work to organize
ourselves. What we need
Is leadership within our
community.
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We are business owners,
we need the community to
value us to maintain our
business in the
community.
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Korean people are money
making machines. We reap
and sow from the hard
work that we put in. We
pay taxes and that gives a
us a lot of political power
we do not recognize for
ourselves.
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Something Fresh, Northeast Market

Mr. James shares his story with delagate Talmadge Branch. Delagate Talmadge
helped Mr.James to avoid paying unessesary liscence fees by helping Mr.
James communicate with the market administration. Mr. James later contributed
to Talmadge's political campaign, and their relationship and support for one
another stil continues today.



Corner Store Culture

There is a cornerstore culture between
vendors and customers, where customers
give a picture of themselves to a vendor to
keep on their windows or wall of their stores.

These objects serves as symbols for the
community and the relationships that bubbles
within the markets, a bond that sometimes
bridges the our differences in race, class, and
culture.
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Dr. Jacqueline Tuggle Taylor is a pastor who likes to purchase her
Sunday attires from Ms. Regina Kim. Being Ms. Kim's customer for years,
Ms. Kim knows her favortie colors, styles and preference. As Dr. Taylor
will return to the store to buy her next outfit, Ms. Kim will always be ready
for her. A client, to a stylist and friend, they found all three in the
presence of thier long shared friendhsip.



"[My parents] woke up at 5:30am
or 6am in the morning, and we will
get to work around 6:30pm or 7pm
and they did manual labor until
they closed. Its just everything
from taking orders, answering the
phone, stocking inventory,
cleaning, food prep.. and its just..
just brutal work. and so.. | had to
do that throughout my childhood
even sometime in college and uh...
I really hated it, with a passion. and
so | told my parents that | was
never ever going to do that kind of
work when | got older."
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Our children often grow up
thinking we are workaholics,
loving the work we do.

But this work, we are doing it so
our childrens can have a better
life. It's a duty and sacrifice my
generation is making to build up
the next generation. We don’t
work in these business to pass
it on, but to build on.
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Untitled
Dave Yoon-Sun Shin H0|H &M Al

Mr. Shin is a vendor, Tyson is a janitor at
Northeast Market. They have known eachother for
a very long time and became good friends. They
became brothers.

Dave is the son of Mr. Shin, a student at MICA
who also works at Northeast Market. In his work
he seeks to talk about the unlikely relationships
that forms at the market, and how those
relationship changes our perspective towards
one another.



The moment | came to the
United States | worked at
my parents store. | was
only registered as a
studnet at school, but |
never went. | worked 7
days a week. | worked alot.
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I'm American.
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What's the most important
thing in life? Without money,
your not even human. Really.
You can't do anything right
now. In reality, the first thing
IS money. You can't love
without money, you can't get
married without money.
That's how much money
effects us.
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When | came to the

United States, | didn't even
have 25 cents.

Nothing. | came empty.
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Of course | am here
because | can make a
living, but still, this place
Is better than Korea.
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Bull's Eye Remembers You

a breakfast and barbeque carry out

at Norteast Market, Bull's Eye keeps a list of
regular customers "usuals” recorded and
archived with affectionate nicknames and
sometime portraits drawn by Mr. Park.

With these records the vendor and customer
creates special bonds, and comes to remember
and value one another by name and who they
are.



Zi291 Come on Man
Egg Sandwitch, Wheat bread with Salt, Bacon and Jam
Pointy nose, Black hat



M|2{cl|0]7}0] Saturday Guy
Sausage and Cheese Breakfast Burger with Grits and Bacon and Jam.
Saturday Guy comes and orders the same thing every Saturday .



4ZM Ping Pong

Salt wiht Bacon, Egg and Cheese Sandwitch with Wheat bread.

Ping Pong's real name is Pitbull. After saying the name Pitbull so often, his
name evolved to "Ping Pong" which they now llike to call him by.



Just the fact that | can
work, and be just that way

| am now. For that, I'm
thankful for.






The Korean community to
me is something that is
inseperatable to who | am.
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Discrimination.. | do
experience it.. a little.
When | get in to fights
people often tell me to go
back to my country. Then |
tell them just the same,
"You go back to your
country too!" Here, the US,
is a nation of immigrants.
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